
 

 

 1                                                      Created by Pinkz 

 

Supplement ary 

Grade VI I  

Lesson 8 :  The Bear St ory 

 

 

 

  

The Lady Found a Friendly Bear Cub 

Many year s ago, in an old manor -house on t he bor der  of  a big f or est , lived a lady, who 

once f ound a bear  cub half  dead of  hunger . The cub was so small and helpless t hat  t he lady 

br ought  him home wit h t he help of  her  old cook. The bear  had now gr own big and st r ong. He 

could easily slay a big cow if  he ever  want ed t o do so. However , t he bear  did not  even have t he 

int ent ion of  har ming any one, neit her  animal nor  human. 

The bear  had gr own up t o become t he most  f r iendly bear . He would good- humour edly 

see t he cat t le gr aze in t he f ield. He shar ed a good r elat ion wit h t he t hr ee hor ses t hat  lived in 

t he st able.  Childr en loved t o r ide his back and many a t imes wer e f ound asleep in his kennel 

bet ween his t wo paws.   The dogs, t oo, loved t o play all sor t s of  games wit h him. 

What  did t he Bear Eat ? 

This bear  had never  t ast ed meat . He at e t he same f ood as t he dogs, br ead, por r idge, 

pot at o, cabbage and t ur nip. Bear  ar e usually veget ar ians, if  t hey get  a chance. They have, 

however , a special liking f or  f r uit s. This bear  would spend his aut umn looking at  t he r ipening 

apples in t he or char d and be t empt ed t o eat  t hem. 

       Unable t o r esist  his t empt at ion f or  apples, in his young days t he bear  would climb t he t r ee 

t o have a handf ul of  apples. Bear s ar e clumsy and slow in t heir  movement s. Climbing a t r ee is 

dif f icult  f or  t hem. However , if  t he r ewar d f or  climbing a t r ee is an apple t hey would put  up 

t heir  best  show. Never t heless, t he bear  r ealised t hat  it  was against  t he law t o climb a t r ee. So, 

he sat isf ied himself  by always being on a look out  f or  apples t hat  f ell on t he gr ound.  

The Bear was put  on Chains 

        Once, while climbing t he t r ee, t he bear  had encount er ed t he bee hives and had been hur t . 

As a punishment , he was put  on chain f or  2days wit h a bleeding nose. The bear  was har dly put  on 

chain, except  dur ing t he night  and on Sundays. On Sundays, his mist r ess went  t o spend t he 

af t er noon wit h her  mar r ied sist er . He was put  on chain f or  his own saf et y. I t  was not  good t o 

Soul of  t he Chapt er 



 

 

 2                                                      Created by Pinkz 

 

wander  in t he f or est  wit h all it s t empt at ions. The bear  was also not  a good sailor  and once he 

his mist r ess r eached t he shor e wit h a gr eat  dif f icult y. 

The Lady Scolds t he Bear and Hit  with Parasol 

       One Sundays, when t he lady lef t  t o meet  her  sist er , half  way t hr ough t he f or est  she hear d 

t he cr acking of  a t r ee br anch. On looking back, she saw t he bear  coming t owar ds her  in f ull 

speed. She was t aken aback and hor r if ied. But , t hen, she got  angr y wit h t he bear  and st ar t ed 

scolding her .  She was r eally angr y because t he bear  had disobeyed her  and she had no t ime t o 

t ake him back, nor  could she have t aken him wit h her self . 

     I n her  most  sever e voice, t he lady or der ed t he bear  t o go back. She became angr ier  when 

she saw t hat  t he bear  was not  wear ing his new collar . When t he bear  cont inued t o disobey and 

snif f  her , t he lady hit  him wit h her  umbr ella. She hit  him so har d t hat  t he umbr ella br oke int o 

t wo. The bear  st opped f or  a f ew mor e minut es and t hen went  back t he way he had come f r om. 

The Cook tells t he Trut h  

     I n t he evening when t he lady r et ur ned, she saw t he bear  sit t ing in his usual place. The lady 

was st ill angr y. The lady began t o scold him and said t hat  he would be kept  chained f or  t he next  

2 days. At  t hat  point  t he old cook came out  f r om t he kit chen and t old t he lady t hat  t he bear  

had behaved in a most  pr aisewor t hy way. He sat  in his chains t he ent ir e day and kept  wait ing 

f or  his mist r ess t o r et ur n. 

 

 

                                   

1.  Where did t he lady f ind the bear cub? How did she bring it  up? 

 The lady f ound t he bear  in t he f or est  in a half  dead st at e because of  hunger . The 

lady br ought  him up wit h love and af f ect ions as her  pet . 

2.  The bear grew up but  ”he was a most  amiable bear”.  Give three examples t o prove 

t his.  

 The bear  was a ver y f r iendly bear . 

(i) He was so big and st r ong t hat  he could have easily slain a cow. But , he did not  

desir e t o do so. 

(ii) He looked in a f r iendly manner  at  t he cat t le gr azing on t he f ields. 

(iii) He would play wit h dogs and childr en, alike. Somet imes t hey would sleep 

peacef ully near  his paws. 
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3.  What  did t he bear eat ? There were t wo t hings he was not  allowed t o do.  What  

were t hey? 

  The bear  at e t he same f ood as t he dogs at e and usually f r om t he same plat e as 

t hem. He at e br ead, por r idge, pot at o, cabbage and t ur nip. 

He specially r elished apples. He was not  allowed t o climb up t he t r ees and r oam ar ound 

f r eely on Sundays. 

4.  When was t he bear t ied up wit h a chain? Why? 

  The bear  was t ied up wit h a chain when in t he pr ocess of  climbing t he t r ee he was 

hur t  by t he bees in t he bee hive. As a punishment , t he bear  was kept  in chains f or  2 

days. 

5.  What  happened one Sunday when the lady was going t o her sist er’s house? What  did 

t he lady do? What  was t he bear’s react ion? 

  One Sunday when t he lady was going t o her  sist er ’s house and was half  way t hr ough 

t he f or est , she saw t he bear  r ushing t owar ds her  in f ull speed. 

The lady was f ur ious on seeing t he bear  as she t hought  t hat  t he bear  had disobeyed her . 

She, t her ef or e, scolded t he bear  and asked him t o go back home. 

She also hit  him wit h her  umbr ella. The bear  st ayed t her e f or  a f ew minut es, but  t hen he 

went  back t he same way he came. 

6.  Why was the bear looking sorry f or himself  in t he evening? Why did t he cook get  

angry wit h her mist ress? 

 The bear  looked sor r y f or  himself  because he had been wait ing t he ent ir e day f or  

t he r et ur n of  his mist r ess. However , when his mist r ess r et ur ned she did not  have any 

love, but  anger  in her  eyes. 

The cook got  angr y wit h t he mist r ess because t he cook t hought  t hat  t he mist r ess was 

unduly scolding t he bear . 
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1.  Most  people keep dogs and cat s as pet s.  Can you t hink of  some unusual pet s t hat  

people keep? 

 Some people love t o keep t or t oise as pet s. We have seen f ish being kept  in aquar iums 

as pet s. Cer t ain ot her s keep r at s as t heir  pet s. 

2.  The second bear did not  at t ack t he lady because he was af raid of  her.  Do you 

agree? 

 The bear s ar e veget ar ians, if  given a chance. I t  is possible t hat  t he second bear  did 

not  int end t o har m t he lady. 

Despit e being badly hit  by t he lady, t he second bear  wait ed f or  some t ime, opened his 

big mout h so as t o say somet hing and t hen went  t he same old way, f r om wher e he had 

come.  

 

                       

 

 

 

1.  What  was against  t he law of  nat ure? 

 Bear  climbing t r ees was against  t he law of  nat ur e. 

2.  Why could the bear not  resist  the t empt at ion t o climb the t rees? 

  The bear  was badly t empt ed t o eat  apples f r om t he apple or char d. I n his desir e t o 

have apples t he bear  was unable t o r esist  t he t empt at ion t o climb t he t r ees. 

3.  When does a bear get  ill- tempered? 

  A bear , like a dog, get s ill-t emper ed when kept  in chains f or  a long t ime. 

4.  Where did t he lady’s sist er live? 

The mist r ess’s sist er  lived in a solit ar y house on t he ot her  side of  t he mount ain-lake. 

I t  was an hour ’s walk f r om t he dense f or est . 
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5.  Whom all was the bear f riendly wit h? 

The bear  was f r iendly wit h t he dogs and hor ses t hat  lived in his mist r ess’s house. 

He also loved t o play wit h t he childr en and amicably looked at  t he cat t le gr azing in t he 

f ields. 

  

 

 

1.  Why was the bear put  on chain on Sundays? 

  The bear  was put  on chain on Sundays f or  his own good. I t  was not  good f or  him t o 

wander  in t he f or est . 

I t  was dif f icult  f or  his mist r ess t o t ake him t o her  sist er ’s house, whom she 

visit ed ever y Sunday. 

2.  Whom is t his pet  bear const ant ly compared to? 

  This pet  bear  is const ant ly compar ed t o a dog. He at e t he same f ood as t he dogs at e. 

He r esigned himself  t o t he or der s of  his mist r ess, like a good dog usually does. On being 

chained f or  a long t ime, like a dog, t he bear  get s ill-t emper ed. 

3.  What  reward did t he bear get  on being good in t he absence of  his mist ress? 

 The bear  had now got  used t o being chained on Sundays. So, he accept ed it  wit hout  

any pr ot est . 

 His mist r ess t apped on his head and pr omised him an apple as a r ewar d if  on her  

r et ur n she f ound him t o have behaved well. 

 

 

 

1.  Was the lady mist aken in ident if ying the bear she met  in t he f orest ? 

  Fr om t he st or y, it  appear s t hat  t he lady was mist aken in ident if ying t he bear  she 

met  in t he f or est . She, her self , as always had chained her  pet  bear . 

The bear  t he lady met  in t he f or est  looked at  t he lady wit h cunning eyes. The mist r ess’s 

pet  bear  looked at  ever yone in an amicable way. 

Also, t he lady got  f ur ious because she t hought  t hat  her  pet  bear  had lost  his new collar . 

I n r ealit y, t he lady was mist aken in under st anding t hat  t his was not  her  pet  bear . 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 

Long Answer Type Quest ions 
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2.  Why did t he old cook def end t he bear? 

 On hear ing her  mist r ess shout  at  t he bear , t he old cook becomes angr y wit h t he 

mist r ess and come t o t he bear ’s r escue. 

 Also, she knew t hat  t he bear  had not  moved f r om his place t he ent ir e day and had 

behaved r eally well in his mist r ess’s absence. 

The bear  had been longing t o play wit h her  mist r ess and t her ef or e, he kept  looking 

t owar ds t he gat e f or  his mist r ess t o r et ur n. 

 


